Specific Modules- RCI Curriculum

Note: All presenters are provisional at this stage. Final confirmation will be made during the curriculum 

Module I



Orientation and Survey of Theories-21-27 September 2008-Durban-Completed
	Presenters:

RCI Manager and Assistant Project Manager-Orientation

South Africa: Approaches and traditions in the social sciences.

Lead-: Dr. W van Rensberg

The Netherlands: Development theorizing: A conduit to literature review 

Lead-: Dr. Frans Schuurman


Back to back with Supervisors Workshop

	Activity
	Facilitator/s

	Part 1: (1 day)

Orientation SANPAD presents the RCI Programme and Students will introduce themselves and make a Formal  Presentation around their proposed Research Project in groups


	Ceremonials:

Professor A. Padayachee-CEO SANPAD

RCI Management:

C. Williamson

L. Kapueja

RCI Cohort 

Presentations

Observer and Contributor

Dr W. Janse van Rensburg

	Part 2: (2 days)

Students demonstrate theoretical literacy in the social sciences. Students are able to identify relevant theoretical approaches that might apply to their research area.
· Knowing mainstream and contemporary theoretical approaches and developments in the social sciences. 

· Understand the role and value of theory (in development studies) and its place within social science research 

· Understand when, how and why to use theory in doctoral research

· Know the limits of theory but also its utility to assign broader meaning and significance to a locally defined inquiry

· Have confidence in speaking about theories and approaches in the social sciences, including functionalism, behaviorism, social constructionism, postmodernism, feminist and critical race theories, marxian and neomarxian theories, poststructuralism, grounded theory etc. 

· It is impossible to introduce students to the full range of theories and theoretical developments in the social sciences; rather, the goal is fluency of understanding and talking about these major and minor traditions in social science theory, their insights (strengths, contributions) and blind spots (limitations) within the field. 

· Learn how to independently find or track down theories/theory of relevance to their own studies.


	Dr W. Janse van Rensburg

	Part 3: (2 days)

Students show evidence that they are able to conduct a basic literature review on their topic of investigation and around some key concepts in development theory that drives them to choosing a good research question (to be dealt with in the next module). 

· Ability to critique existing knowledge claims, their insights and blind spots 

· Through a process that enables the student to justify why their selected research question is worthy of investigation.

· Knowing discourses of development theory and, more specifically, of your field, the major theorists, the most recent research in their area, and the methodologies currently in use and common to social inquiry in their fields

· Know how to read and how to assess existing scholarly work

· How to use the literature to build a case for your research
	Dr F. Schuurman- NL Presenter


Module 2: Identifying a good research question(s)-18-24 January-

Gauteng-Completed
	Presenters:

South Africa: Professor L. Vincent and Professor J.  Perumal

Netherlands: Professor W. Pansters and Prof L. Nencel

Transdisciplinary Research/Holistic Research Approaches-South Africa-Professor A. Kruger

Students do guided experiential work within a small group around research questions




On the basis of a thorough literature review the students come to problem analysis. This constitutes the input for the development of a good research question. Students demonstrate that they can readily identify the qualities of good research and show evidence of their ability to identify original, powerful research questions embedded in and emanating from the knowledge base in their area of study The aim is that students can identify and formulate a robust research question that can carry their research and personal interests over multiple years.

Format: the module will start with general sessions about the Identification of a good research question. In the second part of the module students will work intensively and interactively in small groups (approximately 5 students) and one or two professors to discuss and elaborate research questions. Groups will be composed on the basis of thematic affinity. At the end of the module students will present and defend their research questions.

	Activity
	Facilitator/s

	PART 1 (4 Days)

· Introductory Presentation-Research Questions

GROUP WORK

· Students therefore learn to formulate questions that are theoretically deep, intellectually puzzling, developmentally relevant, and methodologically do-able

· Display ability to identity questions that are not parochial to their own situation but have meaning within and beyond the site of application.

· Display competency in using literature reviews and feedback from peers and teachers to formulate draft research questions 

· Ability to recognise and critique poorly framed questions


	SA:

Professor L. Vincent and Professor J. Perumal

NL:

Professor W. Pansters and Professor L Nencel



	
	

	Trans-disciplinary/Holistic Research/Multi-faceted Research Projects-1 Day
· Ability to think across disciplines and begin to appreciate the kinds of questions posed within different disciplines (law, sociology, chemistry etc) and across disciplines (such as trans-disciplinary questions) other than their own.


	Professor A. Kruger


Evening Session:-Completed
· Presentation from the National Research Foundation

· Researchers as practitioners 

‘Living Research’- A Panel Discussion that included Professor Chris Landsberg, Professor Sakhela Buhlungu and Richard Smith

Module 3
Survey of Qualitative Methods 8-14 February 2009 –Durban-Completed

	Presenters:

South Africa: Professor R.  Moeketsi, Dr L. Vincent, Dr N. Petersen 

The Netherlands: Dr F. Reysoo, Drs J. Heldens, Prof P. Essed


Students can demonstrate knowledge of the range of qualitative, quantitative and mix-methods approaches to social research and choose the appropriate method/s that fit a particular research question in a specific development context. Students demonstrate their understanding and awareness of Ethical considerations in research

	Activity
	Facilitator/s

	Approaches to Social Science Research

· Students possess at least an intermediate level of competence in two methodologies that they might use in their own research

· To know the basic theory, philosophy, history and procedures of a particular qualitative method

· To be able to choose among many methods given a particular research question and development context. 

· Student is able to choose at least one (ideally two) particular methods—such as ethnography or large-scale surveys, for example—in which to develop intermediate to advanced knowledge of that approach. 

· Choose the appropriate methods given the emerging research question and design, and the potential sites of application. 

	Prof’s R. Moeketsi, L. Vincent, Dr N. Petersen

Prof P. Essed,

Dr F. Reysoo, Drs J. Heldens




11 February 2009-18:00-22:00 -Completed
Module 3: Alternative Elective for Hard Sciences-Evening Session: 
	South African Presenters: Professor G. Pillay and Dr D. Woods

Weds-11/02/2009 Evening Session

Detailed presentations of Hard Science Students on the Background to their Projects (what will be done experimentally and possible outcomes)




Module 4:



Evaluating Research Designs and Research Proposal Writing
12-18 April 2009-Durban

Outcome:

Students are able to compose alternative research designs in the pursuit of a particular research question(s) and judge the costs and benefits of alternative research designs while making judicious choices among them based on such knowledge

	South African Presenters: 

Professor C. Boughey (Research Proposal Writing)

Ethical Considerations-Adjunct Professor and Head of Bioethics Discipline-Professor A. Dhai

The Netherlands Presenters: Professor W. van Beek (Design)


	Activity
	Facilitator/s

	Travel Latter part of the day
	Easter Sunday

	Part 1 (2 days) 13th and 14th

· To learn how to compose different research designs and to choose among them in the light of resource questions (such as time, money, materials) and intellectual questions (such as elegance, ethics and appropriateness)

· To know alternate research designs by evaluating and critiquing designs on the basis of social, economic, cultural and indeed political considerations

· To develop your own research design appropriate and relevant to your emerging research question(s). 


	Professor W. Van Beek and Professor C. Boughey



	Part 2 (1 1/2 days)-15th and 16th April (morning)

· To write a research proposal in a logical form suited to the nature of the research question in clear and unambiguous language


	Professor C. Boughey and Professor W. van Beek

	Part 3 April 16th (afternoon) and 17th April

Ethical consideration in research
	Professor A. Dhai

	18th Travel
	


Module 5

Dealing with data- 21 June –4 July 2009-

Cape Town
	Presenters:

South Africa: Prof T. Dunne, Prof S. Howie, Prof B. Smit Dr T. Xaba 


Outcome:

Students demonstrate that they are able to collect, analyze and interpret data against an established theoretical/conceptual framework and in the light of the chosen research question/s. Student should demonstrate competence in at least one computer-based data analysis program that might relate to their eventual research project. The underlying aim in getting students to grapple with data collection and analysis this early in their studies is to enable them to anticipate the real problems that invariably face novice researchers in the field e.g. dealing with missing data and data overload.

Statistics for the social sciences

Students completing this module will be capable

· of specifying reference populations, dates, periods and locations

· of  identifying scales of measurement

· of using Excel to randomly select a sample from a population

· of using Excel to capture a multivariate data set

· of using Excel to identify and specify aberrant data values

· of using Excel to specify and handle missing or incomplete data 

· of using Excel to augment data with additional cases, variables or elements 

· of using Excel to verify a captured multivariate data set

· of using Excel to organise, categorise, sort, count, tabulate, graph and summarise univariate data 

· of using Excel to tabulate, graph and summarise multivariate data

· of using Excel to estimate parameters and report uncertainty using confidence intervals

· of identifying basic statistical methods suitable for their intended research projects

· of using Excel to calculate suitable sample sizes for  their intended research projects.

· Learn how to work with both small datasets from single-researcher programs as well as large datasets from national or international programs (such as PIRLS or TIMMS-2). 

· To know and understand the value of secondary data analysis 

· To learn how to use computer programmes on quantitative analysis (such as SPSS) and one on qualitative analysis (such as Atlas-ti). 

	Activity
	Facilitator/s

	Part 1 (2 days)

CAQDAS and ATLAS

(Demo versions)
	Professor B. Smit

	Part 2 (8 days)

Excell and SPSS
	Professor T Dunne and Dr T Xaba 

(Prof Howie joins mid way if presenters agree to this)

Assisted by 2 Tutors preferably (TBC) for 8 teaching days

	Part 3 (2 days)

Surveys
	Professor S. Howie and Dr T. Xaba


Module 6

Mentoring and Dissemination &

Composing and defending the research proposal
30 August- 5 September 2009

	South African Presenters: Dr A. Modi, Professor A. Wadee, 

Evaluators:

South African: Professor N Baijnath and Dr Pam Dube

The Netherlands Evaluators: Professor W. Pansters and Professor W. Van Beek


Back to back with Supervisors Workshop

	Activity
	Facilitator/s

	Mentoring 
	Prof A. Wadee

	Dissemination
	Dr A. Modi

	Student Presentations
	Prof Baijnath and Dr Pam Dube (SA)

Prof W. Pansters and W. Van Beek (NL)


Day to Day Programme

	Date
	Students-RCI
	Supervisors

	31 August 2009
	Dissemination-Prof Modi
	

	1 September 2009
	Presentations-Prof Baijnath and Prof Wil Pansters

Presentations-Prof Van Beek and Dr Pam Dube
	

	2 September 2009
	Presentations-Prof Van Beek and Dr Pam Dube

Presentations-Prof Baijnath and Prof Wil Pansters
	

	3 September 2009
	Feedback and preparations for Graduation
	Supervisors-Mentoring: Prof Wadee and Dr Keane

	4 September 2009 
	Joint Session-Prof Wadee and Dr Keane

Supervisors and Students-Mentoring

	4 September 2009
	Graduation
	Supervisors attend

	5 September 2009
	2008-2009 cohort depart
	

	5 September 2009
	Evaluation of RCI Pilot 2008-2009


Outcome:

Students understand the impact of Mentoring and consider the importance of Research Dissemination

Students are able to assemble the constituent components of the research plan into a single, coherent research proposal ready to be defended in the public domain

· Students can defend their proposal with competence and confidence

· Putting together the different units of the proposal on which students have worked into a coherent document is the first task

· Show of intellectual coherence and organizational alignment of proposal units 

· Understanding research ethics and its relevance in research process and outcomes

· Ability to defend a proposal amongst peers and a selection of senior academics

· To allow students to learn about academic culture and the give-and-take of scholarly exchange

· The role of feedback in improving research papers and research proposals 

· Learn about the qualities of a good research proposal according to a n evaluation schema 

GRADUATION-2008-2009 COHORT-4 September 2009

2009-2010 Cohort

Module 5/09-12/09 2009-Durban

	Activity
	Facilitator/s

	Attendance at RCI 2008-2009 Graduation
	4 September 2009 -Evening

	Orientation of new Cohort 2009-2010

Orientation SANPAD presents the RCI Programme
	5 September 2009-Time to be confirmed

RCI Management;

C. Williamson 

L. Kapueja

	Pre-work in own time
	6 September 2009

	Part 1: (1 day) From 7 September –11 September 2009

Students will introduce themselves and make a Formal  Presentation around their proposed Research Project


	Ceremonials:

Professor A.Padayachee-CEO SANPAD

RCI Management:

C. Williamson

L. Kapueja

RCI Cohort 

Presentations

Observer and Contributor

Dr W. Janse van Rensburg

	Part 2: (2 days)

Students demonstrate theoretical literacy in the social sciences. Students are able to identify relevant theoretical approaches that might apply to their research area.
· Knowing mainstream and contemporary theoretical approaches and developments in the social sciences. 

· Understand the role and value of theory (in development studies) and its place within social science research 

· Understand when, how and why to use theory in doctoral research

· Know the limits of theory but also its utility to assign broader meaning and significance to a locally defined inquiry

· Have confidence in speaking about theories and approaches in the social sciences, including functionalism, behaviorism, social constructionism, postmodernism, feminist and critical race theories, marxian and neomarxian theories, poststructuralism, grounded theory etc. 

· It is impossible to introduce students to the full range of theories and theoretical developments in the social sciences; rather, the goal is fluency of understanding and talking about these major and minor traditions in social science theory, their insights (strengths, contributions) and blind spots (limitations) within the field. 

· Learn how to independently find or track down theories/theory of relevance to their own studies.


	Dr W. Janse van Rensburg

	Part 3: (2 days)

Students show evidence that they are able to conduct a basic literature review on their topic of investigation and around some key concepts in development theory that drives them to choosing a good research question (to be dealt with in the next module). 

· Ability to critique existing knowledge claims, their insights and blind spots 

· Through a process that enables the student to justify why their selected research question is worthy of investigation.

· Knowing discourses of development theory and, more specifically, of your field, the major theorists, the most recent research in their area, and the methodologies currently in use and common to social inquiry in their fields

· Know how to read and how to assess existing scholarly work

· How to use the literature to build a case for your research
	Dr F. Schuurman
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